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Let me start off by saying that I identify as genderqueer/androgynous – someone who is neither 
male nor female, or sometimes both. When I began to question my gender identity I, like others who 
have lived this experience, turned to their friends and chosen family for support. And like many 
trans and gq identified people, I also turned to the Internet to find resources about the transition 
process. This is where I discovered a large FTM (female to male) & gq community on YouTube.  Here, 
people share the most intimate details of their lives on the most public and hostile place online and 
IRL. Peoples’ willingness to publish personal details about their lives, including videos of hormone 
injections and other medical procedures was something I found equally frightening and liberating. 
The risk some people are willing to take to share information and connect with others is a testa-
ment to the power of social networking and movement building.

Furthermore, as I became more immersed in digital production and online culture, I started recog-
nizing connections between the now obvious intersection of cultural production, identity construc-
tion, and vanity. With the rapid growth of queer and trans visibility, I continue to be riveted by their 
relationship and one’s ability to transform from the “previously self-conscious,” to the “currently 
self-centered;” particularly in younger FTM communities. Self-obsession is so strange and Tumblr 
culture is so surreal. When you are forced to question your identity you tend to look in the mirror a 
lot – but that’s so analog. At least Facebook and YouTube allow people to see you the way you want 
to be seen. 

I was a teen in the 90’s and my generation was skeptical. We, among many things, actively shunned 
narcissism and by and large lived our lives off-line. But here I am almost 20 years later, completely 
enraptured by my own image with an Instagram account to prove it. This journey is equal parts a 
search for the reflection you want to see, and the creation of a sub-culture aided by #selfies.

 In this project I am responding to the now ubiquitous (at least in my world) top surgery scar; an im-
age I obsessed over for years. An image that terrified me and eventually set me free.



Response 1: “Either/or/Neither”



Response 2: “Scar Styles: A Post it Note in my Dear Diary”



Click HERE or on the image above to listen to BINDING MY BREASTS

Response 3: “Binding My Breasts” (audio)

https://soundcloud.com/imagefilepress/binding-my-breasts
https://soundcloud.com/imagefilepress/binding-my-breasts
https://soundcloud.com/imagefilepress/binding-my-breasts


Response 4: “Tripple Nipple”



Click HERE or on the image above to view the animated GIF file

Response 5: “Eyes” (.gif)

http://imagefilepress.net/GIF/EYES.gif
http://imagefilepress.net/GIF/EYES.gif


Response 6: “Net Art”



Click HERE or on the image above to see the video

Response 7: “Double Darkness” (video, 2011)

https://vimeo.com/68273978
https://vimeo.com/68273978


A recent Boston to NYC transplant, D’hana Perry is a DJ and video artist living in Brooklyn, NY. 
They received their MFA in Media Art and Digital Media Culture from Emerson College and a BA in 
Sociology & Urban Studies from Ohio Wesleyan University. Their A/V work explores liminal identity 
construction, gender/racial performance and self-expression. Perry is also a member of #KUNQ  – 

a union of queer artists making outernational sounds (cunt/punk/queer/crunk) with Rizzla (Fade 
to mind), Blk.Adonis, False Witness and hip-hop artist Micah Domingo.

To see and hear more of their work, please visit: 
https://projectloose.com & https://soundcloud.com/chubrubproductions

http://www.projectloose.com/
https://soundcloud.com/chubrubproductions
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