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“Mourning is a kind of betrayal, the second killing of the (lost) object, while the melancholic subject remains faithful to the lost object, refusing to renounce his or her attachment to it. This story
can be given a multitude of twists, from the queer one, which holds that homosexuals are those
who retain fidelity to the lost or repressed identification with the same-sex libidinal object, to
the post- colonial/ethnic one, which holds that when ethnic groups enter capitalist processes of
modernization and are under the threat that their specific legacy will be swallowed up by the new
global culture, they should not renounce their tradition through mourning, but retain the melancholic attachment to their lost roots.” 1
In the last year I’ve been thinking a lot about kinship in relation to my work, taking to heart that
the personal is the political, treading carefully amidst the often overwrought field of identity
politics and beefing up my theory game with all things gender, diaspora, migration, historicism,
nationalism, and post-colonialism. As a Korean American transgender male raised by a single
mother, I feel I have broken a maternal legacy so critical to diaspora. I began obsessing over maternal lineage and genealogy, perhaps to help answer the question, where do I go from here?
In September, my maternal grandfather passed away in Philadelphia, PA. I didn’t know him well.
His was the first family funeral I’d ever attended. I want to believe that our estrangement had
something to do with that fact that he was my mother’s father and from what I understand, traditionally children are encouraged to be close to their father’s side of the family. Until the funeral,
I had not even known his full name, Yoon Jungshik. I was unexpectedly moved; my paternal intervention had arrived.
His funeral was restricted only to men and held entirely in Korean. As his granddaughter I was not
allowed to participate as a pallbearer. I wore my best black suit and took my place with the rest
of the women in the family while the men processioned. My Korean is terrible and I struggled to
understand what was being said. My only record is this program. On the back they had written a
short biography: the year he was born, the year he graduated from high school, when he married,
when he enlisted, when he left the military, when he arrived in the United States, when he became
a church elder, and when he died.
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1. Editing timeline for Untitled (Suture) performance

2. Traditional funeral flower arrangement

Click HERE or on the image above to listen

3. Reading grandfather’ s biography aloud

Click HERE or on the image above to listen

3. This is supposedly the most popular song in Korea in 1925. Its title roughly translates to
“in praise of death.” After it was released, the singer committed suicide with her lover on the way
back to Korea from Japan.

5. screenshots of free online translators translating funeral program

5. screenshots of free online translators translating funeral program

Click HERE or on the image above to listen

6. First Korean national anthem
It was originally sung to the tune of Auld Lang Syne.

7. Flag folding from “Art of Manliness”
http://www.artofmanliness.com/2012/06/29/how-to-fold-the-american-flag/
In 1947 my grandfather enlisted in the Korean military. In 1954, when the Korean War broke out,
he fought for the south and was nearly fatally injured. In 2001, I joined the United States Navy and
subsequently resigned shortly after 9/11. I hadn’t made this connection until recently.
I still know how to properly fold an American flag.

Greyson Hong is a MFA candidate at Bard College in film and video. He received his BFA in 2007 at
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in interdisciplinary studio art.
http://www.greysonhong.com
http://www.vimeo.com/greygrey
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