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For this issue of Image Files I am illustrating sections from Endnotes’s “The Holding Pattern” that 
I found useful in understanding the current austerity struggle. This essay also informs an artwork 
that will be part of the show Nice Work if You Can Get It, curated by Lorelei Stewart at Gallery 400 
in Chicago. An image of this work, called To Collapse Invisible Walls, is shown as the last response 
to the initial image of the teacher’s revolt of 1933 where Chicago teachers carried a banner read-
ing “Is Chicago Killing Public Education?” to the Mayor’s office. The second image is a reproduction 
of the painting La Escuela del Maestro Cordero (1890-92) by Francisco Oller. The painting depicts 
Cordero’s house, where he provided free education for children that would not have had access to it 
otherwise. Cordero worked in the preparation of tobacco to support himself and his school. Oller’s 
painting depicts a barrel filled with tobacco leaves on the right hand corner of the painting next to 
a table used for its preparation for consumption. Cordero started Puerto Rico’s first free school in 
1810.

As a Puerto Rican thinking about culture and anarchism, Cordero’s work is inspiring. His individual 
efforts replicated his consciousness, leading to the education of three of Puerto Rico’s abolition-
ists, Román Baldorioty de Castro, Alejandro Tapia y Rivera, and José Julián Acosta.

How much faster can change happen if our civil institutions put human welfare in front of the inter-
ests of Capital?
    

http://endnotes.org.uk/en/endnotes-the-holding-pattern
http://gallery400.uic.edu/exhibitions/nice-work-if-you-can-get-it
http://gallery400.uic.edu/exhibitions/nice-work-if-you-can-get-it/related_pages/curator-biography
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francisco_Oller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Baldorioty_de_Castro
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alejandro_Tapia_y_Rivera
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jose_Julian_Acosta


Francisco Oller, La Escuela del Maestro Cordero (1890-92)
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Ramón Miranda Beltrán, To Collapse Invisible Walls, 2014



LINKS

http://endnotes.org.uk/en/endnotes-the-holding-pattern

http://www.80grados.net/el-paro-magisterial-y-los-tres-mosqueteros/

https://occupywallst.org/article/seeing-red-chicago-teachers-strike-elevates-anti-p/

http://occupiedchicagotribune.org/2012/09/seeing-red/

http://obrag.org/?p=51794

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2527699/California-police-department-gets-
650-000-37-000lb-armored-military-truck.html
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Ramón Miranda Beltrán is an artist from San Juan P.R. that studied in Chicago and is based in 
New York.

http://ramonmirandabeltran.com/

http://ramonmirandabeltran.com
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While our publications are always free, being a working artist is not. We are 
experimenting with ways to support our contributing artists. If you’ve enjoyed 

IMAGE FILES in the past, please consider donating to the PRESS. Any amount is 
greatly appreciated and 75% of all money raised will go directly to the currently 

featured artist(s) (the remaining 25% will go towards administrative costs). Thank 
you for your support!!!!
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